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Report Exposes Racial Profiling by Northern Border Patrol 

Mirrors Issues Seen Across Northern Border
NEW YORK CITY/DETROIT – Northern border patrol agents systematically engaged in pervasive racial profiling during sweeps of domestic train and bus lines in upstate New York, according to a new report by the New York University School of Law Immigrant Rights Clinic, the New York Civil Liberties Union and Families for Freedom.

The report, “Justice Derailed: What Raids on Trains and Buses Reveal about Border Patrol’s Interior Enforcement Practices,” reaffirms extensive testimony collected by the National Network for Arab American Communities (NNAAC) over the past decade from Arab and Muslim Americans crossing the border, who said border patrol agents asked them about their religion, where they worshipped, how many times they went to mosque and the identity of their imam or spiritual leader. 
The document also shows that most sweeps occurred far from the Canadian border, on domestic bus and rail lines entirely within the United States.
“This new data demonstrates clearly what we’ve seen all across the northern border; that border patrol is more interested in arrest rates and scare tactics than in effective law enforcement,” said Nadia Tonova, director of the National Network for Arab American Communities (NNAAC), a project of ACCESS. “Targeting individuals based on race or religion is unacceptable and ineffective. In America, you shouldn’t have to fear interrogation by a government agent just because of the way you look.”

CBP initially refused to release information under a Freedom of Information Act request, which forced groups to sue the federal government for access to the documents. The data reveal that 73 percent of those detained were from Latin America and 89 percent were of “medium,” “dark” or “black” complexion.   

“It has become obvious that CBP needs a major overhaul,” said Linda Sarsour, coordinator of advocacy and civic engagement for NNAAC and director of the Arab American Association of New York. “Repeatedly we’ve seen sexually humiliating searches and inappropriate questioning of Arabs and Muslims at the borders, harassment of Latinos at churches and schools, collaboration with state and local police, and insidious racial profiling. CBP needs to respect basic human and civil rights.”
Recent media reports have indicated the Border Patrol may have abandoned the problematic searches along the northern border, but immigrants’ rights advocates remain skeptical.
“We’re glad to hear that the federal government may have recognized the deep civil rights problems of mass transit sweeps.  However, this issue isn’t about a single policy — it’s about an agency that is simply out of control,” said Lidia Reyes Flores, director of Latino Family Services in Detroit.

Click here to download the full report, “Justice Derailed: What Raids on Trains and Buses Reveal about Border Patrol’s Interior Enforcement Practices.” Following are excerpts from the report.
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