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Arab Americans Respond to Increased Islamophobia By Giving Back

From Bay Ridge to East Flatbush – Building Bridges Through Community Service
7th Annual National Arab American Service Day

Brooklyn, NY - In recent months, Arab and Muslim Americans have faced greater challenges than we have ever faced since the tragic events of 9/11. From imams being escorted off of domestic flights and congressional hearings targeting Muslim Americans, to vandalism of Islamic institutions and campaigns to block construction of mosques, trying times are upon us. Yet, despite these challenges, the Arab and Muslim Communities of New York are civically engaged in all facets of the community.

To mark the Seventh Annual National Arab American Service Day, the Arab American Association of New York, Dare 2 Dream Leaders, and NAAP-NY are partnering to host a Spring Wellness Festival in Paerdegat Park, in East Flatbush, Brooklyn, on May 14th. The event, free and open to the public, will feature a variety of activities for the whole family promoting healthy habits and exercise, diverse music, and healthy snacks. This is an opportunity for the Arab and Muslim American community to build bridges and solidarity with the African American, Caribbean and Latino communities of East Flatbush, who face many of the same challenges.

Thousands of Arab Americans from 22 cities – New York to San Francisco – will give back to their neighbors and communities this Saturday.
 
“Our community’s response to increased Islamophobia of Arab and Muslim Americans in New York has always been to extend our tradition of hospitality and love of service to our brothers and sisters through community building activities and service projects throughout the year. Today is just one example,” said Linda Sarsour, Director of the Arab American Association of New York.

Arab American Service Day is spearheaded by members of the National Network for Arab American Communities, whose national AmeriCorps program serves in low-income communities throughout the United States. The NNAAC program is the only national AmeriCorps initiative called Arab Resource Corps offering Arab and non-Arabs the opportunity to serve at Arab-American community organizations.  This year’s National Service Day takes place during fourth AmeriCorps Week, from May 8-15.  The nationwide celebration highlights the vital contributions AmeriCorps members have made to communities across country since the national service program began 17 years ago.

WHAT:    7th Annual National Arab American Service Day 
WHEN:     Saturday, May 14th from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
WHERE:   Paerdegat Park (Foster Avenue at E. 40th Street, Brooklyn, NY)

The Arab American Association of New York (AAANY) is a nonprofit social service and advocacy organization located in the heart of New York’s Arab community in Brooklyn, New York. AAANY supports and empowers the Arab immigrant community by providing services that will help them to adjust to their new homeland, achieve independence and stability, and become active members of American society.

Dare 2 Dream Leaders is a nonprofit Youth Empowerment Organization that serves youth ages 11 to 18. D2D’s mission is to empower our youth by providing education, skills, and resources that will help build them into dynamic future leaders.
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