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NNAAC Budget Priorities

NNAAC member agencies are serving Arab American and Arab immigrant communities across the country. Direct social service and education is at the core of what we do to ensure that our communities meet their basic needs to advance into being fully engaged citizens in the United States. Our budget priorities include:

· Adult Education: A Good Investment in National Priorities. Adult Literacy Education funding provides support to community-based organizations, colleges and libraries for quality, comprehensive and accessible support and adult education services. These programs ensure that Americans and new immigrants are able to read, write, learn English, obtain a GED and enter training and post-secondary education. Adults with the skills and knowledge needed to obtain living-wage jobs, actively engage in their children education, and fully participate in community life are essential elements of a strong economy.

· Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA) and Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR).  Maintain funding for refugee assistance and resettlement. While we fully recognize the pressures to reduce spending, it is in the U.S. interest to promote stable communities both at home and abroad. Refugee assistance and humanitarian spending account for less than 1/10 of 1 percent of the total federal budget, but have a huge impact on reducing vulnerability and instability worldwide and in the United States.

· Restore FY2011-12 funding for the NEA to ensure that funding for the current year is not reduced to the level passed by the House, with its cut from the 2010 level of $167.5 million down to a proposed level of $124.4 million. Reinstate the $40 million in the Arts in Education program at the U.S. Department of Education, which provides vital federal leadership and funding that improves schools, teaching and student learning. Cuts to this program will take away funding for multiyear programs that are already in progress.

· Strengthen and Increase the Opportunity for Public Service: While the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act of 2009 greatly increased national service programs, the government must ensure that it will continue to invest, strengthen, and enhance national service programs in the coming years.  We ask that there be a steady increase of Americans involved in full-time and part-time stipended national service programs, an increase in youth participants of national service programs, and new ways to measure the impact of expand service programs.

· Medicaid and Medicare funding needs to be increased not cut. The proposed block grants program that will give states the flexibility to restructure the Medicaid based on their individual state needs potentially will leave many vulnerable populations including the disabled, children and seniors behind. The proposal to make Medicare into a voucher program will affect seniors in our community by increasing the costs for medical services making them less likely to access services when needed most. Both proposals depict that we will save money but in the long run States will receive less funding and less people will have access to free and affordable healthcare.
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